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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The examiner has considered the references listed in the Information Disclosure 
Statement (IDS) submitted on 7/24/2003 (see attached PTO-1449). 

Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference characters not mentioned in the 
description: reference 31 in Figure 6, reference 4 in Figure 8, and reference S6 in 
Figure 13. Corrected drawing sheets incompliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required 
in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
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of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the examiner does not accept the changes, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

4. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because of a misspelling. It is 
suggested that the word "messaOge" in line 7 be replaced with "message". The 
Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

5. Furthermore, the disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
There is no detailed discussion of Figure 9 within the disclosure. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior.to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1 - 18, 20, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Reed etal. (U.S. Patent No. 5,130,806). 
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Referring to claim 1, Reed et al. disclose a data transferring apparatus for 
transmitting print data to be printed by a printing machine (see Fig. 1, printing system 2) 
connected thereto through a communication line (column 5, lines 14-17, column 8, 
lines 35 - 56) comprising operation inputting section (column 5, lines 35 - 46) for 
making message information (column 7, lines 33 - 48 and column 8, lines 26 - 32) 
added to the print data including image data and print information concerning the image 
data in response to an operation by a user (see Fig. 8, step 200, column 6, line 60 - 
column 7, line 48), print-data making section for making message-added print data by 
adding the message information made by the operation inputting section to the print 
data (column 5, lines 35 - 46), transmitting section for transmitting the message added- 
print data made by the print-data making section through the communication line (see 
Figs. 5B and 14, RS232 serial communications port 53, column 8, lines 35 - 48). 

Referring to claim 2, Reed et al. disclose the apparatus further wherein the print- 
data making section converts the print data into a format processible by the printing 
machine (see Fig. 5A, image generator processors 86 and column 5, lines 12 - 14, 63 - 
66). 

Referring to claim 3, Reed et al. disclose the apparatus further wherein the print- 
data making section executes an application program for processing print data to make 
the message-added print data (column 5, lines 35 - 62). 

Referring to claim 4-6, the rationale provided in rejection of claims 1 - 3, 
respectively, is incorporated herein. In addition, the apparatus of claims 1 - 3 perform 
the method of claims 4-6, respectively. 
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Referring to claim 7, Reed et al. disclose a printing machine comprising printing 
section for performing printing (see Fig. 2, printing section 8 and column 4, lines 29 - 
33), receiving section for receiving message-added print data obtained by adding 
message information (column 7, lines 33 - 48 and column 8, lines 26 - 32) made by a 
data transmitting instrument (printing system 2) to print data transmitted from the data 
transmitting instrument, the print data including image data to be printed by the printing 
section and print information concerning the print data (see Fig. 7, job ticket 150), the 
receiving section being connected to the data transmitting instrument through a 
communication line (see Fig. 5B, RS232 serial communications port 53, column 5, lines 
14-17 and column 8, lines 35 - 48), displaying section for displaying the message 
information included in the message-added print data received by the receiving section 
(see Fig. 8, step 212, Fig. 9, step 304, and column 6, line 60 - column 7, line 48), 
controlling section for performing control to take the message information concerning 
the image data out of the print data received by the receiving section and to display the 
contents on the displaying section (see Fig. 8, steps 212, 218 and 220, Fig. 9, steps 
300, 304 and 306, column 5, lines 35 - 46, column 6, lines 25 - 31 , column 7, lines 2 - 
17, 22 - 24 and column 8, lines 26 - 32). 

Referring to claim 8, Reed et al. disclose the machine further wherein the 
controlling section controls the displaying section to display print information (see Fig. 7, 
job ticket 150 and column 6, lines 25-31) included in the print data together with the 
message information (see Fig. 11, touchscreen 62 and column 8, lines 26 - 32). 
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Referring to claim 9, Reed et al. disclose the machine further wherein the data 
transmitting instrument is composed of a printer driver corresponding to the printing 
section (see Fig. 5A, dispatch processors 88 and 89, column 5, lines 14 - 17, 66 - 67). 

Referring to claim 10 - 12, the rationale provided in rejection of claims 7-9, 
respectively, is incorporated herein. In addition, the apparatus of claims 7-9 perform 
the method of claims 10-12, respectively. 

Referring to claim 13, Reed et al. disclose a printing machine comprising printing 
section for performing printing (see Fig. 2, printing section 8 and column 4, lines 29 - 
33), receiving section for receiving message-added print data obtained by adding 
message information (column 7, lines 33 - 48 and column 8, lines 26 - 32) made by a 
data transmitting instrument (printing system 2) to print data transmitted from the data 
transmitting instrument, the print data including image data to be printed by the printing 
section and print information concerning the print data (see Fig. 7, job ticket 150), the 
receiving section being connected to the data transmitting instrument through a 
communication line (see Figs. 5B and 14, RS232 serial communications port 53, 
column 8, lines 35 - 48), displaying section for displaying the message information 
included in the message-added print data received by the receiving section (see Fig. 8, 
step 212, Fig. 9, step 304, and column 6, line 60 - column 7, line 48), controlling section 
for performing control to take the message information concerning the image data out of 
the print data received by the receiving section and to print contents of the message 
information and of the image data by the printing section (see Fig. 8, steps 212, 218 and 
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220, Fig. 9, steps 300, 304 and 306, column 5, lines 35 - 46, column 6, lines 25 - 31 , 
column 7, lines 2 - 17, 22 - 24 and column 8, lines 26 - 32). 

Referring to claim 14, Reed et al. disclose the machine further wherein the 
controlling section controls the printing section to print the print information included in 
the print data together with the message information (see Fig. 9 and column 7, lines 33 
-48). 

Referring to claim 15, Reed et al. disclose the machine further wherein the data 
transmitting instrument is composed of a printer driver corresponding to the printing 
section (see Fig. 5A, dispatch processors 88 and 89, column 5, lines 14 - 17, 66 - 67). 

Referring to claim 16 - 18, the rationale provided in rejection of claims 13-15, 
respectively, is incorporated herein. In addition, the apparatus of claims 13 - 15 
perform the method of claims 16 - 18, respectively. 

Referring to claim 20, Reed et al. disclose a printing system comprising a data 
transmitting apparatus for transmitting message-added print data obtained by adding 
message information (column 7, lines 33 - 48 and column 8, lines 26 - 32) to print data 
including image data and print information concerning the image data and a printing 
machine including: printing section for performing printing (see Fig. 2, printing section 8 
and column 4, lines 29 - 33); receiving section for receiving the message-added print 
data, the receiving section being connected to the data transmitting apparatus through a 
communication line (column 5, lines 14-17, column 8, lines 35 - 56); displaying 
section for displaying the message information included in the message-added print 
data received by the receiving section (see Fig. 8, step 212, Fig. 9, step 304, and 
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column 6, line 60 - column 7, line 48); controlling section for performing control to take 
the message information concerning the image data out of the print data received by the 
receiving section and to display contents of the message information on the displaying 
section (see Fig. 8, steps 212, 218 and 220, Fig. 9, steps 300, 304 and 306, column 5, 
lines 35 - 46, column 6, lines 25 — 31 , column 7, lines 2 - 1 7, 22 - 24 and column 8, 
lines 26 - 32). 

Referring to claim 21, Reed et al. disclose a printing system comprising a data 
transmitting apparatus for transmitting message-added print data obtained by adding 
message information (column 7, lines 33 - 48 and column 8, lines 26 - 32) to print data 
including image data and print information concerning the image data and a printing 
machine including: printing section for performing printing (see Fig. 2, printing section 8 
and column 4, lines 29 - 33); receiving section for receiving the message-added print 
data, the receiving section being connected to the data transmitting apparatus through a 
communication line (column 5, lines 14-17, column 8, lines 35 - 56); displaying 
section for displaying the message information included in the message-added print 
data received by the receiving section (see Fig. 8, step 212, Fig. 9, step 304, and 
column 6; line 60 - column 7, line 48); controlling section for performing control to take 
the message information concerning the image data out of the print data received by the 
receiving section and to print contents of message information and of the image data by 
the printing section (see Fig. 8, steps 212, 218 and 220, Fig. 9, steps 300, 304 and 306, 
column 5, lines 35 - 46, column 6, lines 25 - 31 , column 7, lines 2 - 17, 22 - 24 and 
column 8, lines 26-32). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. * 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Reed et 
al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,130,806) in view of Mensing etal. (U.S. Patent No. 5,266,1 12). 

Referring to claim 19, Reed et al. disclose a printing system for printing data by a 
printing machine, the print data being transmitted from a data transferring apparatus to 
be printed by the printing machine connected thereto through a communication line 
(column 5, lines 14-17, column 8, lines 35 - 56) comprising a data transferring 
apparatus including: operation inputting section (column 5, lines 35-46) for making 
message information (column 7, lines 33 - 48 and column 8, lines 26 - 32) to be added 
to the print data including image data and print information concerning the image data in 
response to an operation by a user (see Fig. 8, step 200, column 6, line 60 - column 7, 
line 48); print-data making section for making message-added print data by adding the 
message information made by the operation inputting section to the print data (column 
5, lines 35 - 46); and transmitting section for transmitting the message-added print data 
made by the print-data making section to a printing controlling apparatus connected to 
the printing machine through the communication line (see Figs. 5B and 14, RS232 serial 
communications port 53, column 8, lines 35-48) and the printing machine (see Fig. 1, 
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printing system 2) for performing printing by use of the image data transmitted from the 
printing controlling apparatus but does not explicitly disclose the printing controlling 
apparatus for receiving the message-added print data transmitted from the transmitting 
section and for outputting at least the image data to the printing machine. 

Mensing et al. disclose the printing controlling apparatus (see Fig. 1, server 25 
and column 3, lines 38-41) for receiving the message-added print data transmitted 
from the transmitting section (column 4, lines 34 - 37) and for outputting at least the 
image data to the printing machine (column 3, lines 46 - 53, 60 - 67 and column 4, 
lines 17- 19, 28-37). 

Reed et al. and Mensing et al. are combinable because they are both from the 
same field of endeavor, being transmitting print jobs to printing systems. At the time of 
the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include the 
printing controlling apparatus taught by Mensing et al. within the printing system taught 
by Reed et al. The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to gain 
advantages such as increased user access to multiple shared network resources, the 
elimination of print driver/server PDL compatibility problems, and more efficient data 
processing, as suggested by Mensing et al. (column 1, line 31 - column 2, line 42). 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Lockhart etal. (U.S. Patent No. 6,732,152 B2) disclose methods and apparatus 
for generation and distribution of surface mail objects. 

Maxwell (U.S. Patent No. 5,805,810) discloses an apparatus and methods for 
converting an electronic mail to a postal mail at the receiving station. 

Lepetit etal. (U.S. Patent No. 5,652,794) disclose a device and process for 
securizing a document and graphic authentification code. 

Maniwa etal. (U.S. Patent No. 5,768,483) disclose a method of reporting result 
of execution of print job in network system, method of setting scanning conditions in 
network system, and network printing/scanning system. 

Bellucco etal. (U.S. Patent No. 5,524,085) disclose multimedia job tickets for 
printing machines. 

Yanai etal. (U.S. Patent No. 5,666,210) disclose a document communication 
apparatus and document communication system. 

Berson (U.S. Patent No. 5,426,700) discloses a method and apparatus for 
verification of classes of documents. 

Hube (U.S. Patent No. 5,436,730) discloses a method of managing a proof 
approval process for proofing documents in a printing system. 

Krist etal. (U.S. Patent No. 5,615,015) disclose an apparatus and method of 
programming a job to be processed at a location other than the location at which the job 
is prepared. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Myles D. Robinson whose telephone number is (571) 
272-5944. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



